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before the World could be all over Peopled ; befides they 
are moftly the very Tops of vaft high Mountains, and 
therefore the moft unfit for the habitation of man. 

If we fay Lightning and Thunder or Earthquakes j we 
beg the queftion ; for the Caufe of the one istheCanfe of 
the other, and they are one and the fame. 

It remains therefore (very probably,) that they were 
kindled of themfelves. 

I for my part know no Subject in the whole Mineral 
kingdom fo generall and Jafting for the fuel of thefe 
Mountains, as t)ie Pyrites ,- which I have faid alone to 
yeild Sulphur, and naturally refoives it felf into it, by a 
kind of Vegetation. , 

About the durable burning of the Pyrites thefe are in- 
ftances. Scotch-coal hath lefs of the Pyrites in it, being 
moftly made up of Coa) Bitumen, and therefore it burns 
and confumes quickly, and leaves a white Cinder. Sea 
Coal, or that Coal which comes from Newcaltle by Sea 
to us , and for that reafon fo called, burns (lowly ; and the 
Sunder land Sea. Coal fo ilowly, that it is faid by Proverb, to 
make three fires; this hath much Pyrites mixt with it, 
and burns to a heavy redifli Cinder, which is Iron, by the 
magnet Butlhavefeen, and have a fpecimen by me 
of a Coal from Ireland, the Proprietour of the Pits is Sir 
Chriftopher Wandsford, which is faid to be fo lafting, 
that it will continue twenty, four hours red hot, and a!- 
moft keep its figure : This leems to be in great part Pyrites 
by the weight and Colour. 



The third Paper of the fame perfon, concerning Thun- 
der and Lightning being from the Pyrites, 

Here arc two forts of Inftancesf befides the Argu- 
ments I formerly urged, which to me arc alone f uffi- 

ciently 




ciently convincing ) which very much favour the opini- 
on I lately offered. That Thunder and Lightning owe 
their matter from the fole breath of the Pyrites : And al- 
though I am as loath, and as backward as any man to 
give credit to fuch Inftances , which feem rather prodi- 
gies, then the Phenomena of nature,- yet becaufe they 
often occur in Hiftory, it is at leaft fitting to bring them 
under further enquiry and examination, that if they can 
be confuted as falfe, fo much may be done for Pofterity j 
and that we at leaft may not leave upon our Regifters, 
matters of fact not true, if they can befairelyfet afide. 

The firft fort of them are thofe which tell us of Iron to 
have fallen in great mafles, and alfo in powder after the 
manner of rain, out of the Air. 

Ill a part Italy it rained Iron in fuch a year, and in 
Germany a great body of Iron-ftone fell at fuch a time >- 
the li' e Avicenn affirms. Julius Scaliger fay's he had by 
him a piece of Iron, which was rained in Savoy, where it 
fell in diverfe places. Cardan reports 1200 ftones to 
have fain from Heaven, and one of them weighed 1 20 /. 
fomeof them 30 /. fome/j-o /. very hard, and of the co- 
lour of Iron. 

Now that which is very remarkable (fays Gilbert where 
thofe inftances are reckoned up,) and a very probable ar- 
gument for the truth of fuch !i einftances, is, that it is 
nowhere recorded, that it ever rained Gold or Silver 
Ore, or Tin or Lead; but Copper hath been alfo faid to 
have fain from' the Clouds. 

( And here I muft note by the By, that wherever the 
Pyrites is mentioned by the Antients, it is always to be 
underftood of the Copper Pyrites ,- they fcarce having had 
any knowledge of the Iron Pyrites) And therefore the 
raining of Copper makes it yet more probable, becaufe 
of its great Affinity with Iron ( which 1 fhall have occafi- 
on fome other time to difcourfe of. ) 

Now this Ferrum or as Nubegnum, if there was ever a- 
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nyfuch, was concreted of the breath of the Pyrites, which 
we havcelfewhere ihewn to be the Pyrites ex tota Jub- 
Jtantia. 

The other inflance, which I fay is owing to our Regi- 
iters, is of Lightning being Magnetick. 

For this fee the Philofophical Tranfactions of Mr. Ol- 
denburg Number 127. 

This I am lure of, I have a petrified piece of A fh, which 
is Magnetick,- that is, the Pyrites in Succo s which makes 
it probable it may be Magnetick alfo in vapour. 
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